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antiquated mode of dress. Like the Highlanders, too,
they are frugal; they are accustomed to drink only
water, and often In case of necessity eat bread made
of the inner rind of the birch tree, which grows so
freely in their woods. It is said that one of the
Danish commanders, learning this, exclaimed " A
people who can live upon wood and drink water the
devil himself could not conquer, much less any other.
Let us go hence."

When the Danes heard of the army of peasants
that was rising* against them, they at first treated the
news with great contempt. " If the skies rained
peasants," they said, "we would fight them all"
But they were soon to see that these peasants were
not to be lightly despised. It was before Upsala that
Gustavus's army, aided by troops sent to him from
Llibeck made its first attack on the Danes. There
was a heavy snowfall during the battle, in consequence
of which the Danish cavalry and artillery proved of
no avail, while the peasants with their irregular mode
of warfare were less impeded by the elements. The
victory was theirs, and the Danes had to confess that
their boast was foolish, " For when God withdraws
his hand from a warrior a poor peasant is as good
as he."

From this moment success followed success and
the prospects of the cause of Gustavus grew steadily
brighter. His instructions to his followers were that
"they must teach the tyrant that Swedes must be
ruled by love, not ground down by cruelty."

In August, iS2i,Gustavus was elected administrator
of Sweden, and was virtually ruler of the land, though